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1717 Philip of Orleans came to pay his respects
and to tell him of the king's visit. That visit was
conducted with much pomp and military display.
The young sovereign was received on alighting
from his carriage by the Tsar and conducted to a
crowded hall, where he gave a little speech prepared
beforehand and smiled so prettily that the Tsar
rapturously embraced him several times; and could
not stop showering him with praise and compli-
ments, Prince Kourakin serving as interpreter.
On nth May there was a reception at the
Tuileries; on 24th yet another meeting, in the
course of which Louis XV handed the Tsar a plan
of his states. And when they returned to their
far country the Russian nobles gave a moving
picture of this handsome little King of France*
whose welcome had delighted them and won their
hearts.

The almost constant necessity of appearing in
public was combined with a need for physical
exercise. The monarch must have a graceful car-
riage, ride, dance, hunt, review his troops, reply
to ambassadors, receive guests, treat everyone in
accordance with his rank, know the rules of
etiquette to their last detail. So after the month
of July 1720 he learned to handle a gun, walked
in the Bois de Boulogne and at La Muette, shot
rabbits, doves, and pheasants whose wings had
been cut; and he proudly sent Villeroi a bird that
he had just killed. The passion for hunting
inherited from Louis XIII and Louis XIV gave
him transports of delight. He was indefatigable